We the People: Law & Civics in America
Civics Project Requirement
Introduction & Objective: The state of Massachusetts now requires that all high school students be offered the opportunity to complete a student-led civics project that asks students to apply civic knowledge, skills, and dispositions to engage with the process of creating social and political change in their communities (PS 1).  Every student in We the People: Law & Civics in America at Tantasqua Regional High School, therefore, is required to complete a course final project (worth 10% of the final course grade), which qualifies towards this state requirement. Students will identify, research, and develop a plan of action to reform, modify, or update an important area of federal, state, or local law or policy impacting society that follows the six stages of civic action. They will be required to involve public officials and stakeholders in their action plan and report back to the class upon completion of their project in a final presentation.
Six Stages of Civic Action & Instructions:
Stage 1:  Examine Self and Civic Identity
Students start by exploring legal and policy issues that matter to them, their families, and communities. They will begin this process by examining legal or policy challenges that they or other people are currently experiencing in society or that they feel go unaddressed or are under-addressed. Alternatively, they can build upon valuable work that has already been done in the community to solve legal or policy problems in society.
Each of the content topics presented in We the People: Law & Civics in America from the first day of the course until the completion of Unit V are possible topics, as are extensions of the content areas presented in the course. The class debates, problems, discussions, hypotheticals, and simulations were designed to initiate student consideration of legal and policy issues since the first day of class.  
Stage 2:  Identifying an Issue
After students have spent time exploring and identifying issues that matter to them, the next step is to identify a focused project issue for their student-led civics project. These final project instructions are being introduced at this time for a purposeful reason. While all content has not yet been presented, enough has been presented so that students should have a good understanding of a number of legal and policy issues currently facing society. In addition, they should also have enough familiarity with the course format and structure to preview content topics yet to be studied as possible project issues for this civics project.
At this stage in the course, each student must formally select a focused project issue. To do so, they will need to start by conducting preliminary research so that they have enough information to understand the legal or policy issue in question and which they would like to examine in greater depth. To do so, students must submit a Project Proposal to the instructor (approximately 2-3 double-spaced pages) by _______________________________________, outlining the legal issue and topic to be examined, researched, and for which an action plan will be created and implemented.
The legal issue and topic on the Project Proposal will have to be narrow in scope in order to be feasible. It must be presented as a legal or policy issue in society that the student’s research and action plan will aim to address and reform. The legal or policy issue and action plan must be of practical importance to society, now and in the future.
A Project Proposal is a formal document and must include five required sections:
1. Statement of Legal Issue (two sentences that identify the issue to be reformed)
2. Preliminary Research Overview (approximately two paragraphs that outline the present state of the law or policy, the problem, and why/how the law needs to be reformed as the student currently sees it after doing preliminary research)
3. List of Public Officials, Organizations, and Stakeholders (a list of officials (individual names and positions) and organizations that have the authority to address the Legal Issue identified and/or who are closely related to the issue)
4. Preliminary Action Plan (a bulleted list of steps that the student plans to take to move their issue from a problem to a solution- this is a preliminary plan that will require a more detailed formal action plan later in the project)
5. Preliminary Bibliography & Resource List (include sources used in the Project Proposal and sources that will be examined in the project)
Stage 3:  Researching and Investigating 
During this stage, students engage in rigorous research. The purpose of this research is to examine the context, policies, perspectives, and history of the issue, and to learn about possible root causes.
Most research for this project will be conducted outside of school but the instructor should be consulted via email or conference should any questions or issues arise. In addition, there will most likely be two school days used for researching and action plan development during which the instructor will be available for consultation.  
Stage 4:  Developing an Action Plan 
Once students have determined the root causes at the core of their project’ issue, it is time to build a theory of action and action plan aimed at achieving legal or policy change. The Action Proposal is due to the instructor on _______________________________________________.
An Action Plan is a formal document that must include six required sections:
1. Statement of Legal Issue (refined now that rigorous research has been completed- approximately one paragraph)
2. Research Data & Statistics With Sourcing (a bulleted list of data and statistics proving the complexity and extent of the legal issue to be addressed)
3. Action Proposal Statement (two sentences- in simple terms on the change or reform that is needed)
4. Action Proposal Explanation (two to three paragraphs explaining in detail and using evidence as to how the Action Proposal will improve the Legal/Policy Issue currently existing in society)
5. Action Steps (a bulleted list of steps the student will take to communicate and persuade public officials, organizations, and stakeholders to consider implementation of the Action Proposal)
6. Communications (attach drafts of letters, emails, and telephone call outlines for each communication that is planned with individuals, community members, public officials, organizations, and stakeholders)
a. Please note that prior to communication with outside individuals, community members, public officials, organizations, and stakeholders- you need to have your draft communication approved by the teacher in advance- so it is important to attach it.
b. In your communications, be sure to explain who you are, where you are from, what you have learned about your issue (with sourcing), what you are proposing or asking for, and why you believe it is necessary.
c. In every communication, be very polite and respectful because, ultimately, what you say and how you say it is a reflection on you, your family, your school, your community, and yes, your instructor.
Stage 5:  Taking Action
Students begin acting on the tactics they planned. They move beyond the walls of the classroom and exercise their voice.  This is the stage that will be the most unique to each project, depending on the choices students make along the way and as they are outlined in the Action Plans. 
Stage 6:  Reflecting and Showcasing
Students end their project with a final, summative reflection and work showcase. Such a showcase is a best practice of project-based learning that supports student pride and ownership. Students should reflect on individual growth and project success throughout the six stages. 
The Final Presentation is the showcase of the student’s project that will take place at the end of the semester, when students will present their project to the class. Each presentation will consist of a 10-15-minute oral (with multimedia) presentation, followed by a 5-minute question and answer session. A written research paper is not required. Instead, through their Presentations students must highlight eight aspects of their project:
1. Statement of Legal Issue
2. Research Results (with Sourcing)
3. Action Proposal & Explanation of Action Proposal
4. Outline of Action Steps
5. Results of Action Steps (including responses from individuals, organizations, public officials, and stakeholders)
6. Current Status Concerning Implementation of Action Proposal
7. Reflection on the Civics Project as a Whole
8. Bibliography 
Each student must also provide each classmate and the instructor with a brief one-page Summary Handout that includes the key points that his/her classmates should take away from the project (this is a Summary and not just a printout of the Presentation). The Summary Handout is due to each student and the instructor on the day of the Final Presentation or on the day before the Final Presentation if the student would like the instructor to make copies. The Final Presentation will take place on: ______________________________________________.
Project Grading:
20%- Project Proposal
20%- Action Plan
20%- Implementation of Action Plan
40%- Final Presentation
a. Oral & Multimedia Presentation- 30%
b. Summary Handout 5%
c. Question & Answer Session 5%
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